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Principal’s Message
As Principal, I am honored to represent Calabasas High, a California Distinguished School. Calabasas 
continues to maintain a strong reputation throughout the State of California for its advanced academic 
curriculum in all core academic areas. The school has an extraordinary assortment of extra-curricular 
programs and activities including but not limited to music, theater, ýne arts, technology, and athletics that 
support the academic program. We commend our students who continue to score among the highest 
California public schools in all areas of mandated State testing. Student involvement in academic, 
community service, and co-curricular activities by a majority of Calabasas students promotes the academic, 
social, and professional growth of every student to become contributing members of a global society.

Our dedicated educational staff is involved in creating and implementing standards-
based comprehensive education programs that offer a challenging and rigorous 
curriculum. Students attending Calabasas High School are well prepared for post 
secondary education and beyond. Data from the Standardized Testing and Reporting 
(STAR) and California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) support curriculum alignment 
with Standards-based Education. 

We are fortunate to have an extremely active Parent Faculty Club (PFC), our academic booster club, which 
understands the needs of our educational community and works diligently to assist all school programs. 
Its members can be seen all over campus volunteering and supporting in a variety of capacities, and their 
assistance and guidance is greatly appreciated by all staff and students. Other campus organizations 
that assist in raising funds targeted toward speciýc programs include the Coyote Club (athletics), Music 
Boosters, and Theater Boosters. Each of these wonderful organizations are instrumental in providing 
major assets to help manage events, provide volunteer support, and act as an advisory council for each 
program.

School Mission Statement
The mission of Calabasas High School is to educate all students to the highest degree of their individual 
abilities. Every student is expected to be a critical thinker and problem-solver; able to comprehend and 
think through complex issues. Each student will develop the vital skills of interpreting information and 
communicating effectively. Our students are expected to develop academic, personal, and social skills and 
become contributing members of society. At Calabasas High School, student assessment data plays an 
integral part in driving curriculum.

Community & School Proþle
Las Virgenes Uniýed School District educates nearly 12,000 pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade 
students on a traditional calendar schedule. Serving students from Calabasas, Agoura Hills, Hidden 
Hills, and Westlake Village, the district is currently comprised of two comprehensive high schools, one 
continuation high school, three middle schools, eight elementary schools, one preschool, an alternative 
learning center, and a home schooling program.

Calabasas High School is dedicated to ensuring the 
academic success of all students, and provides the 
most comprehensive educational experience possible. 
All programs at the school are founded on the principle 
that students come ýrst. 

Located in the southern section of Calabasas, Calabasas 
High School served 2,024 ninth through twelfth grade 
students during the 2007-08 school year. The 2007-08 
student population consisted of 1.0% “Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged,” 2.0% “English Learners,” and 3.0% 
“Students with Disabilities.” Additional demographics 
are illustrated in the chart.
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Calabasas High School

Student Enrollment by Ethnic Group
2007-08

Percentage

African American 2.1%

American Indian 0.7%

Asian 7.6%

Caucasian 78.6%

Filipino 0.8%

Hispanic or Latino 5.3%

Paciýc Islander 0.2%

Multiple or No Response 4.7%
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Discipline & Climate for Learning
The goal of Calabasas High School’s discipline program is to provide 
students with opportunities to learn self-discipline through a system of 
consistent rewards and consequences for their behavior. Calabasas High 
School believes students who develop a sense of personal responsibility 
will mature both academically and emotionally. Each infraction of the 
conduct code is reported to parents. Students who exemplify good 
behavior standards are rewarded frequently. 

Parents and students are informed of discipline policies at the beginning of 
each school year through Student/Parent Handbooks. Rules are reinforced 
in daily classroom reminders and during general assemblies. 

The suspension and expulsion table illustrates total cases for the 
school and district for all grade levels, as well as the percentage of total 
enrollment. Suspensions are expressed in terms of total infractions, not 
total number of students, as some students may have been suspended on 
several occasions. Expulsions occur only when required by law or when all 
other alternatives are exhausted.

Student Recognition
Schoolwide and classroom incentives promote positive attitudes, 
encourage achievement, and aid in the prevention of behavioral problems. 
The following recognition programs are ongoing at the school:

Å National Youth Leadership Forum 
Å Academic Awards Night 
Å California Scholarship Federation (CSF) 
Å Principalôs Honor Roll
Å UCI Academic Talent Search 
Å Senior Awards Night
Å Hugh Obrien Youth Leadership (HOBY) Award
Å Music Center Visual & Performing Arts ñSpotlight Awardsò
Å Prudential ñSpirit of Communityò Award for volunteer service
Å California Business for Leadership ñEducation in Excellenceò Honor
  Roll 

Extracurricular & Enrichment Activities
Students are encouraged to participate in the school’s academic and 
extracurricular activities. In addition to numerous athletic offerings, clubs 
and programs available to all students include, but are not limited to, the 
following:

Å Associated Student Body 		    Å Amnesty International
Å CHS Newspaper & Yearbook 	   Å Art Appreciation & Art Critique 
Å American Sign Language Club 	   Å Athletes 4 Action
Å Four-Square Prayer Circle 		    Å Gay-Straight Alliance
Å Eco-Boosters 			     Å Dance
Å Hacky Sack Club 			    Å Hand-to-Heart
Å Key Club 			     Å Interact
Å Theater Arts 			     Å Womenôs Awareness Club
Å Calabasas Ultimate Frisbee Fanatics 	   Å Creative Writing Club

School Leadership
Leadership at the school is a responsibility shared among district 
administration, the principal, instructional staff, students, and parents. 
Primary leadership duties at the school have been assumed by Principal 
CJ Foss since the start of the 2008-09 school year.

Staff members are encouraged to participate on various committees that 
make decisions regarding the priorities and direction of the educational 
plan. 

These committees ensure that instructional programs are consistent with 
students’ needs and comply with district goals. Avenues of opportunity 
include: 

Å School Site Council 		  Å Student Study Team
Å Coyote Club 			   Å Parent Faculty Club
Å Leadership Team 			  Å Round Table
Å Music Boosters 			   Å Theater Boosters

School Enrollment & Attendance
School districts receive ýnancial support from the state for the education 
of the students they serve based on how many students attend each day. 
Most importantly, attendance is critical to academic achievement and 
regular daily attendance is a priority at the school. 

The chart illustrates the trend in 
enrollment over the most recent 
three-year period.

Student attendance is carefully 
monitored to identify those 
students exhibiting excessive 
absences. 

The ofýce staff makes daily phone calls to parents when children are 
absent. Attendance, tardy, and truancy policies are clearly stated, 
consistently enforced, and consequences are fairly administered. 

In the event of habitual truancy, students may be referred to the district’s 
School Attendance Review Board (SARB). The SARB is utilized when 
students have persistent attendance and behavior problems in school, and 
when the normal avenues of classroom, school, and district counseling are 
not effective.

To prevent dropouts, the school has formulated academic and life plans 
with each student to help set a coherent path toward graduation from 
high school. Academic and emotional counseling resources are available 
to help students deal with any issues that may be causing them to lean 
toward dropping out. The chart displays the graduation and dropout rates 
for the school, district, and state, over the most recent three-year period. 

At the time of 
publication, data 
for the 2007-08 
school year was 
not available.

Class Size
The school maintained a schoolwide average class size of 29 students 
with a pupil-to-teacher ratio of 27:1 in the 2007-08 school year. The table 
shows the average class size by subject area, as well as the number of 
classes offered in reference to their enrollment.

Curriculum Improvement
Las Virgenes School District’s emphasis is on a well-balanced and rigorous 
core curriculum at all grade levels. Instructional programs are aligned with 
state and district standards. 

Suspensions & Expulsions
School District

05-06 06-07 07-08 05-06 06-07 07-08

Suspensions 168 144 124 632 574 470

Suspension Rate 8.4% 7.1% 6.1% 5.2% 4.8% 4.0%

Expulsions 22 26 25 56 53 45

Expulsion Rate 1.1% 1.3% 1.2% 0.5% 0.4% 0.4%

Enrollment Trend by Grade Level
2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

9th 495 560 526

10th 558 477 556

11th 486 515 452

12th 453 471 490

Graduation & Dropout Rates
04-05 05-06 06-07

Dropout Rate 1.29% 0.90% 1.58%

Graduation Rate 96.30% 97.30% 95.90%

Class Size Distribution
Classrooms Containing:

Average 
Class Size

1-20 
Students

21-32 
Students

33+ 
Students

06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08

English 23 23 24 63 62 55 8 13 5 21 16 22

Mathematics 26 27 29 29 27 18 18 19 15 23 24 27

Science 33 32 32 2 4 4 14 13 15 22 25 23

Social Science 36 33 32 1 6 3 7 12 20 36 28 24
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The district structures its educational program so that all students receive 
instruction appropriate to their learning level. To ensure the success 
of every student, teachers use a variety of instructional techniques and 
supplemental instructional materials and programs.

Textbooks & Instructional Materials
Pursuant to the settlement of Williams vs. the State of California, Las 
Virgenes Uniýed School District thoroughly inspected each of its school 
sites at the start of the 2008-09 school year to determine whether or 
not each school had sufýcient and good quality textbooks, instructional 
materials, and/or science laboratory equipment. All students, including 
English Learners, are required to be given their own individual textbooks 
and/or instructional materials (in core subjects), for use in the classroom 
and to take home if necessary. The date of the most recent resolution on 
the sufýciency of textbooks is ___________.

Additionally, all textbooks and instructional 
materials used within the district must be aligned 
with the California State Content Standards and 
Frameworks, with ýnal approval by the Board of 
Education. The chart displays data collected in 
December 2008 in regards to the textbooks in use 
at the school during the current year (2008-09).

The school’s library, staffed by a full-time Librarian, is stocked with 
thousands of books that are available for students to check out. The 
school’s library also contains a collection of video- and audio-tapes that 
tie into curricular areas of study. Students visit the library on a regular 
basis with their classes. Fifteen computer workstations within the library 
are connected to the Internet so students may access resources and 
information online.

Computer skills and concepts integrated throughout standard curriculum 
prepare students for technological growth and opportunities. Each 
classroom contains a minimum of one computer for student use. In addition, 
students have access to the school’s three computer labs which contain 
numerous Internet-accessible workstations. Students receive computer-
assisted instruction use on a weekly basis. Software includes programs to 
develop keyboarding, data entry, spreadsheet, and word processing skills.

For additional research materials and Internet availability, students are 
encouraged to visit the public libraries located in Agoura Hills, Calabasas, 
Thousand Oaks, Woodland Hills, and Westlake Village which contain 
numerous computer workstations.

Counseling & Support Staff
In addition to academics, the staff strives to assist students in their social 
and personal development. Staff members are trained to recognize at-risk 
behavior in all students. The school values the importance of on-site 
counseling and has procedures in place to ensure that students receive the 
services they need. The support staff is devoted to helping students deal 
with problems and assisting them to reach positive goals. The counselor-
to-pupil ratio is 1:337. The chart displays a list of support services that 
are offered to students.

The school uses all available resources in the community to assist students 
in their emotional and academic development, including: Child Protective 
Services, County Mental Health, Juvenile Intervention Ofýces, and County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Calabasas High School offers additional academic assistance to students 
who are performing below grade-level standards. At-risk students may 
participate in tutorials, CAHSEE workshops, and peer-to-peer support 
classes. 

Students with special education needs are accommodated with a variety 
of options and in the least restrictive environment possible. The Student 
Study Team (SST) develops an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for any 
student with emotional, social, and/or developmental disabilities. The IEP 
deýnes the individualized instruction a special needs student will receive, 
which may include placement in a Special Day Class, Resource Specialist 
Program, and/or sessions with other support staff (e.g., Speech/Language 
Specialist).

English Learner (EL) students receive specialized services and instruction 
from appropriately credentialed teachers. The school offers supplementary 
instruction to assist in English language acquisition.

Student Achievement & Testing
The district has developed a comprehensive assessment and accountability 
plan to ensure that information regarding student performance is used to 
continuously improve the instructional program and to communicate with 
parents about their child’s achievement.

District-Adopted Textbooks
Grade 
Levels Subject Publisher Adoption 

Year Sufýcient

9th-12th English/
Language Arts

Harcourt 
Brace 2005 Yes

9th-12th English/
Language Arts

Holt, Rinehart 
& Winston 2007 Yes

9th-12th English/
Language Arts

McDougal 
Littell 2007 Yes

9th-12th Foreign 
Language Glencoe 2002 Yes

9th Health Glencoe/
McGraw Hill 2005 Yes

9th-12th Mathematics Glencoe 2004 Yes

11th-12th Mathematics McDougal 
Littell 2008 Yes

9th-12th Mathematics Prentice Hall 2002 Yes

10th-12th Science Pearson 2007 Yes

9th-12th Science Prentice Hall 2007 Yes

10th-12th Social 
Science

Glencoe/
McGraw Hill 2006 Yes

9th Social 
Science Prentice Hall 2006 Yes

9th-12th
Visual and 
Performing 

Arts

Glencoe/
McGraw Hill 2006 Yes

11th-12th
Visual and 
Performing 

Arts
Thompson 2006 Yes

The school stocks an adequate supply of science laboratory equipment 
for its students. Inventory includes, but is not limited to, microscopes, 
slides, ring stands, clamps, support rings, utility clamps, test tubes, 
test tube brushes, test tube holders, crucible tongs, þasks, beakers, 

and Bunsen burners. For a complete listing of inventory, please call the 
school ofýce at (818) 222-7177.

Computer Resources
05-06 06-07 07-08

Computers 292 292 292

Students per computer 6.8 6.9 6.9

Classrooms connected to Internet 69 69 69

Counseling & Support Services Staff
Number 
of Staff

Full Time 
Equivalent

Counselor 6 6.0

Health Clerk 1 1.0

Librarian 1 1.0

Occupational Therapist 1 As Needed

Psychologist 1 0.6

Speech/Language/Hearing Specialist 1 As Needed
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In addition to the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) 
Program, district- and site-developed assessments, the California 
English Language Development Test (CELDT), and report card 
grades are used to determine whether students are performing 
below, at, or above grade-level standards.

California Standards Test
The California Standards Test (CST), a component of the STAR 
Program, is administered to all second through eleventh grade 
students in the spring to assess student performance in relation 
to the State Content Standards. Student scores are reported 
as performance levels: “Advanced” (exceeds State Standards), 
ñProýcientò (meets standards), ñBasicò (approaching standards), 
“Below Basic” (below standards), and “Far Below Basic” (well 
below standards). The combined percentage of students scoring 
at the ñProýcientò and ñAdvancedò levels in English/Language 
Arts and Social Science, for the most recent three-year period, 
is shown.

Physical Fitness
In the spring of each year, the school is required by the state to 
administer a physical ýtness test to all ninth grade students. The 
physical ýtness test measures each studentôs ability to perform 
ýtness tasks in six major areas: 

Å Aerobic Capacity 		    Å Body Composition 
Å Abdominal Strength 	    Å Trunk Extension Strength 
Å Upper Body Strength 	    Å Flexibility

Students who either meet or exceed the standards in all six 
ýtness areas are considered to be physically ýt or in the óhealthy 
ýtness zoneô (HFZ). During the 2007-08 school year, 51.9% of the 
schoolôs ninth grade students either met or exceeded state ýtness 
standards.

Completion of High School 
Graduation Requirements
Students in California public schools must pass both the English-
Language Arts and Mathematics sections of the California High 
School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) to receive a high school diploma. 
For students who began the 2007-08 school year in the twelfth 
grade, the table displays the percent who met all state and local 
graduation requirements for grade 12 completion, including 
having passed both portions of the CAHSEE or received a local 
waiver or state exemption.

California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE)
The California High School Exit Exam is primarily used as a graduation requirement 
in California, but the results of this exam are also used to determine Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) for high schools, as required by the Federal No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) law. The CAHSEE has an English Language/Arts section and a Math section 
with three performance levels: ñAdvanced,ò ñProýcient,ò and ñNot Proýcient.ò 

The score a student must achieve to be considered Proýcient is 
different than the passing score for the graduation requirement. 
The table displays the percent of students, by group, achieving 
at each performance level in English Language/Arts and Math for 
the most recent testing period.

California Standards Test (CST)
Combined % of Students Scoring at Proýcient and Advanced Levels

Language Arts Social Science

9 10 11 10 11

06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08 06 07 08

All Students

School 77 85 82 73 71 73 70 76 71 60 62 62 64 60 60

District 77 83 81 71 72 73 67 71 68 55 56 61 63 59 61

State 44 47 49 37 37 41 36 37 37 30 29 33 35 35 38

Males

School 77 81 79 68 67 68 68 73 64 63 69 68 68 62 61

District 74 78 77 67 70 68 65 69 62 58 64 66 68 61 63

State 40 43 45 33 33 37 33 33 33 33 34 38 37 37 40

Females

School 77 89 85 79 74 78 70 79 77 56 54 57 60 58 60

District 79 88 85 76 76 79 68 74 73 52 49 54 57 56 58

State 48 53 53 42 41 45 39 41 41 27 26 29 34 33 36

Asian

School 100 91 92 79 88 87 86 81 91 65 74 76 89 72 74

District 94 88 88 83 88 87 81 84 90 76 68 77 78 77 77

State 65 71 73 58 58 64 55 57 58 53 51 55 54 54 58

Hispanic or Latino

School 54 64 68 46 62 48 50 52 55 46 48 52 50 52 45

District 58 62 65 45 56 54 58 47 52 40 49 45 51 50 46

State 28 32 34 21 23 27 21 23 22 17 18 21 21 22 25

Caucasian

School 79 85 83 76 72 74 70 78 72 60 62 62 64 60 63

District 77 84 83 73 73 74 67 73 69 55 57 60 63 59 62

State 63 66 68 54 55 57 50 52 53 45 44 49 48 48 51

Students with Disabilities

School 32 * 48 38 * * 20 * * 44 * * 35 * *

District 37 73 48 28 30 37 19 44 30 27 0 28 26 31 37

State 9 10 11 6 7 7 6 6 6 8 8 11 8 9 10

*Scores are not disclosed when fewer than 10 students are tested in a grade level and/
or subgroup.

Completion of High School Graduation Requirements
School District State

All Students _____% _____% *

Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged _____% _____% *

Asian _____% _____% *

Hispanic or Latino _____% _____% *

Caucasian _____% _____% *

Students with Disabilities _____% _____% *

* Data was not available at the time of publication.

CAHSEE By Student Group
English Mathematics

Not 
Proýcient Proýcient Advanced Not 

Proýcient Proýcient Advanced

All Students 16.1 55.4 28.5 20.4 37.5 42.1

Male 21.0 56.9 22.1 19.5 36.1 44.4

Female 10.9 53.9 35.2 21.3 39.0 39.8

Asian 14.9 59.6 25.5 12.8 19.1 68.1

Hispanic 30.4 60.9 8.7 52.2 21.7 26.1

White 15.1 54.3 30.5 18.8 40.6 40.6

English 
Learners 55.9 41.2 2.9 47.1 38.2 14.7




